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We hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas break and would like to
take this opportunity of wishing you all a Happy New Year. Its been wonder-
ful hearing all about the children’s Christmas adventures and the presents
they received.

In our Key Stage assemblies on Monday we spoke about the New Year and
lots of children wanted to share how they celebrated the New Year in. As

part of the assembly, we watched
HAPPY NEW YEAR

the London firework display,
where a holographic Paddington o ;,“‘Q’ 2 02 5
appeared and said this: "As we |

enter the New Year, | always re-
member what Mrs Brown says;
"In London, everyone is different.
But that means anyone can fit in.
| think she must be right because
although |1 don't look like anyone
else, | really do feel at home.
Happy New Year, love from Pad-
dington."

Next week we will be on WEEK 1
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Sta \tihg choo If your child is due_to §tart School in Septem-
g - . Q{} ber 2025, the application process closes on

D e 15th January 2025. Applications need to be

made via the Essex Education Portal: https://

educationportal.essex.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en

This week we completed our
final tours and | could not be more proud of how the
children in Year 5 and 6 conducted themselves on N “'??f
these tours throughout November, December and this
week. The prospective parents commented on how TH A

*

proud the children are of their school and how they

spoke with confidence and passion. One parent com- x Y (]
mented that they only hope their daughter is as confi-
dent when she is their age. Well done to you all and

thank you.

Lots to celebrate this week for Vincente,
Kayla, Daisy and Theo.
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Mrs Ferrari and Mrs Smith are busy plan-

; ning a range of activities for Children’s
place2Bes . . .
CHILDREN'S Mental Hgalth Week, whlch W.I|| be taking
MENTAL HEALTH place during the week beginning 3rd
February 2025. The theme for 2025 is
Know yourself, Grow yourself. On Fri-
day 7th February 2025 we will be holding
a ‘know yourself, grow yourself’ day
where we invite children to dress in a way that tells us some-
thing about them ( or if you don’t want to take part then please
wear school uniform as usual). This could be their favourite col-
our, outfit, what you want to be when you are older, your hobby
or culture and the list could go on. If you would like to know
more about the Place2Be charity and their work around chil-
dren’s mental health copy and paste the link below:

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
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After the success of Elizabeth for
Herd in the City, | am delighted to
say that we have purchased a pen-
guin to create as part of the Wad-
dle on Sea trail.

School Council representatives
have been talking to their classes
and the work that the hospice does
(which costs £7000 a day to run).
We are inviting children to create a
design which involves every child in
school and captures the ‘definition
of love’ which the hospice creates.
The design should reflect Abacus in
some way. Designs need to be
handed to Mrs Blakeley by Friday
17th January 2025. The templates
for your designs can be printed off

our website or collected from
school reception. Please ensure
your full name and class are on
the back of your design.
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- I NUSTALK(KIDS

JusTolk Xids is o child's version of the JusTalk app = 0 highly popular secial networking piatiorm

W“AT ARE ! = designed for users up to 13 years of oge, aiowing them to video call, messoge ond participate

THE RISKS? \ in group chats. While odulits con link their own JusTalk account to thelr chik!'s ond moke useo of
x parental controls, it's important to understand the risks associoted with the opp.
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TR
O
5 Join us for an evening of fun when Skittleman leads us
od through our Bingo Night!
This is an adults-only event, so organise a babysitter,
F.A.P.S | Y : Y
and bring all your friends!

WEe’ll be in the School's Large Hall - doors open at 6.45pm. Please arrive in
advance of the start time of 7.30pm.

Tables will be set up for groups of 8-10, so you may be asked to sit with other
people if your group is smaller than this. Please bring your own drinks and

nibbles — nothing containing

nuts, thanks.
There are very limited num-
bers of tickets, so please

Tickets cost £10 and are available from www.pta-events.co.uk/faps-abacus
This covers your first book of 7 games; more will be available to purchase on
the night — please bring cash for this.

don’t delay if you’'d like to
join the fun.

Any guestions, please contact faps@abacus.essex.sch.uk

Thank you
From the Friends of Abacus Primary School Committee



http://www.pta-events.co.uk/faps-abacus
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Special Educational Needs
& Disabilities

Below is a Focus on FREE Courses to Support Parents from SENDIASS

EHC MNeeds Assessment and
Draft Plans

18th Februny 3025 anline with SENATA Logsl Soreloes
Thrree=: & 20 wntl 930

Thils 3 RoeUr S225k0N Q0SSN Thing, ol neid 0 onoww’ ihoun
IERC nods assess ments and BHC plans. The aim of the aourse s
o prowide attendocs wiha 2ne thinking about roquesting 2n EHC
nonds 2aseesment ar wiha ane gaing through the assess ment and)’
ar draft EHC plan prooess with 2 co mprehensiee keok 2t the SEND
legal framewark relevant to assessments and BHC plans. We will
loak 2t the following:

ltprmmhﬂtmtﬂmnuﬂ; mrgthes ned miks
canos plans; proosdune for aecess ment; cneuring the prassdure i
carried out prapery; test for kesuing EHC plans;

Cantents of EHC plans induding the right to state a preference for
particular education settings; respanding ta 2 draft EHC plan and
the practical steps you can take to ensure it & it for purpase and
firclly; wihat you cain da i ywou are not happy werth the firal BRC
mlan.

There will be 2 OA sexsion during and at the end of the training.

.Ta ook 2 place: cmail: eopromathan.deeelop mentEhes s o Uk

Emotional resilience for parents of
children with SEND

Drate: 24th January with Proactive Training
Tirme: 10am until 2 pm
Location: Colchester Foothall Stadium {lunch provided )

Wikt htbos: Serana esseomen dizas oo, uly' for enguirkes or ta boak
2 jplaoe. Or email sally grainger fesso g uk

| n hitbpes o Swrwrwes s esendiass. ook

parents-and -carers,

hittpes o fwrwirwe e ks endiass oo, uk/ training -and-
diewelopmeent training)’




YOUR SCHOOL

NEEDS YOU
<

Would you like the opportunity to speak
about how your child’s school can improve
inclusion for it's neurodivergent pupils?

Join us at a ‘cuppa and chat’ hosted by
Essex Family Forum as part of the PINS
project.

(find out more HERE)

Your school are committed to working
with EFF to hear your voice and want you
to speak openly with EFF about how the
school can improve.

The next meeting is-

Wednesday 15th January 2025 at 9am




