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Thank you to all the parents and family members who have attended our wel-
come meetings so far this year. Our final meeting will take place on Thursday
10th October 2024 at 4pm via Zoom for our Foundation families. A link will be
sent out nearer the time to all parents.

The presentations from the welcome meetings are all on
our website and can be found in the News section on our W
website. We are really excited that we will be sharing

classes curriculum experiences through Padlet this year. padlet
There will be weekly updates to keep you up to date with

your children’s learning. Log-in details were shared at the

welcome meetings and passwords will be texted out very soon. Please ensure
that these details are not shared with anyone outside of
our school community.

THIS SCHOOL IS

NUT FREE

Please can we remind parents that we are a nut free
school to ensure all children are safe. This includes
food which contain nuts including pesto, chocolate
spread and Cherry Bakewells.

THANK YOU

for keeping our school safe!

Please can you ensure that you are checking ingredients
of items in lunch boxes. This allergy is very serious.

Next week, we will be on WEEK 3 of

S H“ I, ) our school menu, which you can view

M le) on our website. W EK 3




Thursday 26th September 2024

Mrs Craske, our MFL leader, is busy planning activities for the children to
take part in as part of the European Day of Languages. On Thursday 26th
September 2024, we invite children to come to school in the colours of a Eu-
ropean Flag (not football kits) This could be jeans and a white t-shirt to rep-
resent Greece or red, white and blue with a beret to represent France. The
outfits can be as simple or creative as you like. We ask that children are able
to talk about the country they have come dressed as and a house point will
be awarded to anyone who can also share a fact about their country. If chil-
dren do not wish to take part, then they will wear school uniform as usual.

We would also love for any children who speak an additional language or
who originated from a different country to bring an item in to share with
their class or teach their class some key phrases in a different language. | am
sure the children will have a great time and we can’t wait to share some

photos with you on our newsletter next week.



Well done to Kayla, Jorgie and Kieran for their achievements in
gymnastic and football.
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Please see below the days that each year group will be having their PE lessons this
term. Children are to wear their PE clothes to school.

Foundation - Weds
Year 1 - Thurs & Fri
Year 2 - Tues & Thurs
Year 3 - Mon & Thurs
Year 4 - Tues & Thurs
Year 5 - Mon & Weds
Year 6 - Tues & Fri




Could your child be entitled toa

-

-~
-
-
-
e
.
\ -
%\ -
- “
-
-

-

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

Income Support

income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

income-related Employment and Support Allowance

support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
the guaranteed element of Pension Credit

Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and
have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit

Universal Credit - your household income must be less than £7,400 a year
(after tax and not including any benefits you get)

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or
guardian, can also get free school meals.

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits
and your child is both: younger than the compulsory age for starting school
in full-time education.

If you have any questions, please come to the school office .


https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence

Christmas Cards poocus p,,//.))
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During w/c 23/09/24, your chil- \-5'/

dren will have the opportunity to
design their own Christmas Card!

These masterpieces will be created
at school, and packs with the original design and an or- F ® A ® p ® s

der form will be available from w/c 14™ October.

triends
/Ooqog?\

Any orders MUST be made by 25" October for the school to benefit from the com-
mission the print company pay.

Orders will then be arriving at school by the middle of November, to give plenty of
time to send out to family and friends.

We hope the children will enjoy participating
in this activity!

th
I U N Fun Walk — 4" October 2024
This year, Abacus will be taking part in the John Bar-
RU N on 2km Fun Walk.
This is a sponsored event and the Fun Walk Trust will

.
[ pme

match fund what we raise from a bonus pot,

through the support of local businesses.
Sponsor forms will be coming home next week and will also be uploaded to our website.

Each year group will be taking part throughout the day on 4™ October by walking around the
school block — Salcott Crescent, Mersea Crescent and Tresco Way.

Families are invited to join their children at their specific time, if they are able to (times TBC

nearer the day.)
This will be a non-uniform day, and participants are asked to dress in bright colours.

Sponsor forms and money MUST be returned to school in the FAPS postbox in reception by 11"
October at the latest, in order for us to apply for the bonus pot.

Any questions, please contact faps@abacus.essex.sch.uk



mailto:faps@abacus.essex.sch.uk

NEW INTAKE SCHOOL TOURS

Our school is holding tours for prospective parents on the following

dates:

TUESDAY 5" NOVEMBER 2024
THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2024
WEDNESDAY 8™ JANUARY 2025

We are holding 3 sessions on each of the November
dates: 9.30am, 10.45am & 1.30pm and
2 sessions on the January date: 9.30am & 1.30pm

The tours will last for approximately 45 minutes and begin with a
presentation sharing key information about our school, followed by a

tour led by our “experts” in Year 6.
Please contact our school office on 01268 571018 to book a tour.

*Tours are by appointment only*

We look forward to meeting you all!
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Asda Rewards Cashpot for Schools

ashpot for Schools Terms & Conditions  Asda Rewards terms & Conditions

(1) 2) (33

Dowq‘lload and sign up to the Asda Shop in store across Asda and- Asda does the rest ‘

_~~Bew§rds 2pp — George, or online at Asda.com The money raised will be donated through.l 77777
Opt into the Cashpot for Schools campaign and Asda will donate a percentage of your shop to Parentkind to schools to spend on what they
seleTtSE)écTnc primary school or select your chosen school each time you shop and need most. This won’t affect your own Cashpot
'Schools in Need'. - = scan: == - T =

~___Once opted in and selected a school, we will add £1 to your chosen schools Cashpot to help get them started.

| FEachschool will get an additional £50 added to their Cashpot, after at least one customer has shopped and scanned their Rewardsapp. .|

I \ =L SN /.  Download on the GETITON R TR ‘ x|
‘ —_— T — S App Store = P> Google Play . 4= — 1

You may have seen Joe Wicks advertising the new
Asda school scheme. You select Abacus Primary School
on the Asda Rewards App and scan it every time you
shop, Asda will then donate 0.5% of the value of your
shop to our school.

Parenikind



At The Notional College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equlp parents, carers and educators with the conlidence and practicol skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online salety, mental health and welibeing, and climate change, Formerly delivered by Natlional Online Salety, these guides now address wider topics and themes
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents’ R Educators Need to Know about

?,. B &‘;Sfelcr

The video game Final Fantasy XIV launched in 2010, and, dosplto belng cmlcolly ponnod it saw an
overhaul that has made it one of the biggest success stories in gaming. Its huge world, epic story
and versatile combat system have continued to draw in new players, but there’s a lot that trusted R
adults need to be aware of - not least the cost of paying monthly to play. A ,
ST iy
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- ALWAYS ONLINE C VOICE & TEXT CHAT

’

« Final Fontcty XIV I: an MMORPG which 2 ‘ . Finol Fantasy XIV lets players send chat
. ds for h yer Online messages in-game or speak to each other over

Role-Playing Gorno Much Illm World of Warcraft, ) voice chat. On the one hand, that provides
players create a character in a chosen class and plenty of choice for how those enjoying the
level up by completing quests to gain power and game can interact with their fellow fans. On the
Itams. The gama requires a constant internet ~ other hand, howwor. It's ooalu than in many
connection, whether you're playing on PC, Mac, games to recol ges froma
PlayStation or Xbox, and there's no option to stranger, with whom you :on:lont'y share your

. play offfine, P play space,

REGULAR EXPANSIONS .. VIOLENCE

While Final Fantasy XIV has o fairdy light tone
throughout some of its quests, many involve
tllllng enemies and sometimes even wiid

ks, The viol lsn't especially strong ~
more comparable to a cartoon or onima style -

people who play regularty will potentially have but lhe'oc: ;nlen:l?hmy lmclwt some ;m:amn feel =
the next release earmarkod on thelr calendar, uncomior 2 ey're not yet able to
ready to buy it as soon as possible, ‘ | separate fictional harm from the real kind, JP
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IN-GAME PURCHASES - 7 ngIECNTTIgr& s

& SUBSCRIPTION FEE
As with World of warcraft, there's an elemant of

Users need to pay £8,99 par month to play y ddiction to Final f y XIV. The gomeplay
Final Fantasy XIV, but there is a free triol, I A loop con ba quite onvoulng, as minutes turn
SOMOoNe stops g, thayll lose access to Into hours and hours into days while playing
their character (although they'll be able to pick N olone or with friends. This can potentially lead to
up the payments again ond resume where thay missing real-life ovents, a lack of interest in any
left off). if o player forgets to cancel their 5 activities not related to the game and
paymants, h , those subscription fees will procrastination around responsibilities like
continue rolling on automaticolly. schootwork.

As with similar titles in the gonro, phyln
can purchase exponsions to

content for the game. Those without the
expansions will be locked out of certain new
quests and activities, meaning that young

-

F th TRIALS

MANAGE PLAYTIME @( PLAY TOGETHER W‘ '
ol gomes

'lcytmﬂhiumagnmmbmhlnmem o mmomumm-mmwuwwnmpmmnmmmmy

like Finol Fantasy XIV. They allow you discuss why t's still important to e mu«awu.mmmnw-mﬁ Not only does that help you ensure
wmmﬂynﬂnomﬂombﬁma“mmm their thot settings are adjusted for thair privacy and safety, but it may also end up
Iriends when it makes sense to do so. It's oll well and to have fun with a game, becoming o banding experience for you both and any other family members that
solong as they're able to step oway and recannect with the real world. want to try it out.

e » - A
MAKE USE OF THE FREE TRIAL REMEMBER, IT'S A PEGI 16 @
XIV carries o PEGI 18 rating for

The Final Fantasy XIV free trial Is a generous one, with no limits on how long - Despite its often-relaxing nature, Finol Fantasy |

someone can play until their character hits level 70, That's easily dozens of hours vldonumddmgl(ﬂmwthmlom'wumwmcwow

tuocmwgommmmmmoMmltMmMthu N ), There's minimal blood, but characters can attack enamies (and other
o subscribing to o membarship. They may well move on to .8 )wuhwoqommmnbclookmmmwlwmwm"

-mmmmnﬁhwnmchaom - the content is appropriate for @ younger player.
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Meet Qur Expert

Uoyd Coombes is the Editor-in-Chief of GGRecon, and has been working in » .
the gaming and tech industry for five years. A longtime fan of online gomes, o : \ thlond
he’s also a parent, and therefore understands the Importance of online Cole eo
safety. Writing mainly about tech and fitness, his work has previously been g
published at sites including IGN, TechRadar and plenty more.
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Source See tull reterence st on gulde poge at: https://nationalcoliege com/guides/final-tantosy=14
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X @wake_up_weds K3 /wuw.thenationalcollege @ @wake.up.wednesday o} @wakeupweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liobility is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 18.09.2024




